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PREFACE 


The more one becomes familiar with the buildings 
which have been erected in California of late years, 
the more one comes to appreciate the architectural 
value for its own purpose of the California bungalow. 
It is not too much to say that these bungalows are on 
the whole the best type of cheap frame house which 
has been erected in large numbers in this country since 
the old New England farmhouse went out of fashion. 
It is, as a rule, a long, low, one or two-story building, 
with a conspicuous roof, over-hanging eaves and an in- 
closed porch. It fits snugly on the ground, it is gen- 
erally well scaled with the surrounding shrubbery and 
trees, and its lines and the distribution of its openings 
are for the most part agreeable to the eye. The outer 
shell is usually covered either with shingles of the same 
size as those used in the East or with the larger 
shingles which Californians call ‘‘shakes’’; but the 
redwood shingles and shakes used on the coast have a 
pleasanter and warmer coloring than cedar shingles, 
whether stained or not. Sometimes clap-boarding is 
used, and often with considerable success; the wide 
spacing of the clap-boards which one sees and likes on 
the old California ranch houses has been frequently 
transferred to the modern bungalows: There is nothing 
either affected or insincere about these little houses. 
They are neither consciously artistic nor consciously 
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rustic. They are the simple and unconscious expres- 
sion of the needs of their owners, and as such they can 
be credited with the best kind of architectural pro- 
priety. 

Nothing, indeed, could be more flimsy than their 
method of construction. Their owners rarely indulge 
in the luxury of a foundation, and when a foundation 
is provided the stones are as often as not laid directly 
upon the grass. Generally, however, it is the sills, and 
not the stones, which are placed with mathematical 


rrecision on the turf, and throughout the structure — 


the timbers are made as light as possible for a one or 
two-story building. Higher than two stories they do 
not soar. Whether or not a bungalow is plastered on 
the inside will depend upon the purpose for which the 
particular house is used. If it is situated in a suburb 
and: is the permanent residence of its owner, ‘it will 


generally be plastered; whereas, if it is situated in the. 


country and is only occasionally occupied, a sheathing 
of redwood is usually considered sufficient. On the 
whole, these little houses often look light enough to be 
blown away and fragile enough to be demolished by a 
few stout blows of a club; but it must be remembered 
that such flimsy methods of construction have the prac- 
tical merit of being very cheap. A California bunga- 
low will cost anywhere from a few hundred to a few 
thousand dollars, and there is no economic reason why 
any California’ family, save those who are actually 
poverty-stricken, should not be able to own some kind 
of good-looking little ‘‘shack.’’ 
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The cheapness of these houses is, of course, the 
dJireet result of their flimsiness of construction, and 
both are conditioned on the mildness and for the 
greater part of the year the dryness of the California 
climate. In the East even the cheapest house, except 
when it is occupied only for a couple of months in the 
summer time, requires a cellar and a comparatively 
substantial foundation and as this foundation is one 
of the chief sources of expense the tendency is to make 
it cover as small an area as possible and to build over 
it a comparatively high square box of a house. The 
necessity also of providing a roof with a slope sharp 
enough to shed the snow readily tends to make our 
cheaper Eastern and Middle Western house a stiff, 
angular little building, which is rather perched upon 


. the site than fitted tightly to it. One sees plenty of 


such houses in California, too, but they are not typical. 
When foundations and cellars are not indispensable, 
it is as cheap to build a low as it is to build a high 
house, and such houses in the dry California climate 
will have at least as long a life as the more sub- 
stantially constructed houses in the East. It is cus- 
tomary also in California to dispense with much of the 
interior finish which in other parts of the country is 


' g@onsidered necessary to the adornment of the house 


even of a mechanic. If the California bungalow is 
plastered, the millwork which is added is of the sim- 
plest character, and generally follows the straight 
lines of the Mission furniture; while, if the house is 


’ not plastered, still cheaper and even better results are 


6 | PREFACE. 


frequently obtained by the use of redwood sheathing. 
In short, the Californian has the advantage over the 
residents of many other parts of the country, both of 
happier climatic conditions and of a less sophisticated 
architectural tradition. 

With San Francisco and some of the other cities 
in mind, it may sound extravagant to say that Cali- 
fornians, have any advantage of any kind in the way 
of an architectural tradition. Assuredly, the old 
wooden dwelling in San Francisco was the worst type 
of residence ever built in large numbers in any city in 
the world. It possessed, we believe, every known and 
conceivable architectural demerit, and the city in 
which these sinful disorders were committed can never 
be completely reformed save by a sort of architectural 
vigilance committee. But it must be remembered that 
_the economic conditions which work in favor of coun- 
try houses that are cheap and good have tended to 
produce city houses which are cheap and bad. Cali- 
fornia is only beginning to reach a condition of econ- 
omic stability which prompts its inhabitants to under- 
take serious architectural and building enterprises. 
Under the rapidly fluctuating industrial conditions 


which prevailed for a longer time and to a greater de- | 


gree in California than anywhere else in the country, 
the inhabitants of a large city like San Francisco were 
disadvantageously situated, compared to their neigh- 
bors in the country. Urban life was under such ecir- 
cumstances more than usually artificial. Life in the 
country was the real thing. Californians undoubtedly 
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enjoy country life more thoroughly, more simply and 
more continuously than do the inhabitants of any other 
State in the American Union, and- it is not strange, 
consequently, that their country houses unconsciously 
perpetuated some of the better elements in the tra- 
ditional California method of building country houses. 

For, of course, California started on its architec- 
tural career with a comparatively good tradition of 
domestic design. And by this good tradition we do 
not, of course, mean the forms which were emvodied 
in the old Missions, which, for the most part, are not 
adapted to dwellings at all. We mean, in general, the 
tradition embodied in the old adobe buildings, with 
their long, low, pleasant lines, their overhanging eaves, 
their inclosed porches and their restful expanses of 
plastered wall. It was this sort of house which the 
early Californian constructed, and the tradition that 
this is a good kind of house to build has fortunately 
never been stifled. The early American rancher would 
not, of course, use anything so expensive as plaster as 
long as lumber was cheap, but he usually followed the 
lines of the earlier California house, and his successor 
has continued to do much the same until the present 
day. Sometimes, indeed, one comes across the houses 
of richer ranchers, whose owners have been able to 
afford something architecturally striking, and who 
have consequently succeeded only in getting the same 
tedious, restless sort of frame house to which we-are 
accustomed in the East; but fortunately such cases are 
rare. The Californian, when left to himself, does not 
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‘know any better than to want something which hap- 
pens to be good.. 

.. It. is. only recently that Californians have been 
“building country houses for pleasure as well as for 
tise. These pleasure houses, when they. are expensive 
and. designed. by the better architects, do not differ 
essentially i in their good and bad traits from the houses 
which are being erected under similar conditions else- 
where. in the country. But the little bungalows of 
which we are speaking are rarely designed by archi- 
tects at all. They. are too inexpensive for that. They 
are the expression of what the ordinary Californian 
seems instinctively to like in the way of a house, and 
they | are the sort of thing that the ordinary California 
country carpenter knows how to build. They are not 
. the result of architectural instruction and selective 
taste ; they are the result of a popular tradition which 
has not. yet become sophisticated and which is aided . 
by certain fortunate economic traditions. That Cali- 
fornians are building such a house in such a: way is, 
we believe, a fortunate thing for them, because it: 
means that these little bungalows are a genuine ex- 
pression of popular and wholesome habits of country 
_ life and habits of country building, and the architects 
who design more costly and pretentious buildings, 
should do, their best to reinforce rather than to destroy 
this tradition and practice. 
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ABOUT REVERSAL OF PLANS 


We frequently receive letters from builders who would like a 
certain plan if it could be furnished reversed. This is a matter very 
easily handled by any contractor who understands his business. 


If you so desire we cag furnish a reversed blue print at the regu- 
lar price showing the figures reversed, which. might be’ confusing to 
the carpenter. To overcome this difficulty, however,- it would be 
better to order an extra set of blue prints printed correctly at an 
extra cost ‘of $2.50. 


ABOUT ALTERATIONS 


It is seldom a builder finds a design and floor plans that do not 
require slight changes. When the general exterior dimensions are 
undisturbed this can be arranged with your contractor by attaching 
an agreement to your original contract with hirh, stating the changes 
to be made. 


This can be done without impairing your contract in the least. . 


$5.00 SKETCH OFFER 


To accommodate those of our patrons who are unable to make a 
selection from our large list of stock designs, for $5.00 we will make a 
study in rough to consist of floor plans drawn to scale and perspective 
illustrating how the house will look when built. However, to do this. 
it will be necessary for us to know the character of house you intend 
building, by asking you to answer the questions required—and make a 
rough pencil sketch of floor plans, giving dimensions of rooms, etc. 
After your sketch is completed we will inform you as to the additional 
cost of complete working plans, specifications, etc. Our main object - 
in making this slight charge is to convince us you mean business and 
only includes actual time expended. 


Which Floor Plan ?...... wc ccc seen ccc ecc eee ncr cess 08 cesece 
What Size is Lot ? eee coc ee cece reseveee ee 
Will House be Brick or Frame Daccess reer secceeevess ‘. cece eee eee 
What Adjoins Lot ?........cceeeeeeee coves : we eeee seco eens Leese 
How Many Rooms are Wanted?..:..eecieeeseeecee cece e cece eae 
How will you Heat? ............ eee Peteeeeeerens 








One or Two Stories, and what Height? ....... cence cree eee revere 
What Height is Lot Above Street ?........ cece cece ecw eeee cence 
Give Approximate Limit of Cost...... bee cea eee e cece cere en seeee 
Do you want Tank in Attic?......... eee eee reece ewer cece eens 
Do-you want. Attic Floored ?.........6 .sseeeeceeeeee Vee eeee eens 
Do you Want Cellar; and where?..........cecececececcuceseccrees 
Po you want Laundry, and where? ..........0.cceeeeeneee coon : 
Plain or Oranamental Design ?........ ..ccecsceccccccccscaecces 
What Interior Finish ?........ 0 ..ce cece ccc c eee c cence een cceees 
Is Lot High, Low or Sloping ?............cseee es eereeeesenecees 
Aré Outside Walls to be Sheathed and i Papered ? Poses ae cee ce eee 

Do you like Stained-Shingle effects ?... 0 6... . cece cc eeeecceeees eee 
When do you intend to build ?...  .........00 weeeeeee eee ecees 
How Large is Cellar to be ?........ ccc eee cece tetcee ceeeeeeees 
Do you have Sewers ?........ cece cee cece eee e cece eet eeeaees 
How many fire-places are wanted, and in what rooms?............ 


* 
eaereneer.seseevsenoeenaseeeesees ie#e#eteset8 ee ce eevee eereoeveenvoaeane seevenves 


Do you want Cess Pool Po... 11 cece cece cee cence cece cence eeerces 
Do you want any rooms finished in Attic ?....... cc cece cece eceees 
bo you want Shingle, Tin or Slate Roof?.... 2.0... 2. cece eee eees 
Do you want Inside or Outside Blinds? ..............0+- vac eees . 
Po you want Transoms over Second Story Doors?.......... wee 
Have you City Water supply ?.......... 0  .2.0 cree ee eees Leese 
Po you want full Plumbing in Bath-Room?...........ccceeeeeees 
Bo you want House Piped for GaS?..... cece cece eens ceeeee Lanne 


Do you want Painting Two or Three Coats ?............--005 eee 
Which way will House Face ?..........0c00005 0: leet e ween cee 
Is it a Corner or Center Lot ?............ccccesceccccee Lae wees 
Do you want Double Floors; if so, do you want Deafening Felt put 
~ between same? .... 6.66 cece ee cee eee e ere eee ene ce tenes 

Do you want any Hardwood Floors; if so, what rooms and what kinds 


What kind of woods do you want rooms finished in ?..........++ +. . 


Books That Really Teach 


you the things you want to know, and in a 
simple, practical way that you can understand 








No matter what your ambi- 
ton or desire for knowledge 
may be; we publish books written by authorities in 
their different lines that wil ve you just the ting and 
information that you want and need. 
Wet today fer hig ptt and compete la 


FREDERICK J. DRAKE & CO. 


PUBLISHERS OF SELF-EDUCATIONAL BOOKS 
1328 Michigan Avenue CHICAGO 





